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Global Development Goals: Why They Could Work For
Pakistan

A Global goals will guide policy and funding for the next 15 years

A Historic pledge: to end poverty, achieve ge
universal health and education

A SDGs are the best vehicle to address pover:t
By Ali Taugeer Sheikh

U Introduction

Int he Sustainabl e Devel opment Goals (SDGs) |ie
challenges: development, democracy and defence. That said, the SDGs will provide the
glue that holds this fragile triangl ale | mpl em

development, if realised as an integrated policy package, will also lead to letgym

economic prosperity, human and environmental development. However, aside from

external threats, a poor score card on meeting the 17 SDGs and the 169 targets spedifie

by the UN will pose a serious,nort r adi ti onal threat to the coun
That said, it is time to address what could turn out to be more like 17 socieconomic risks

to Pakistands security and pr oyghosesektedta f t ar ge
poverty alleviation, gender empowerment and climate change adaption.
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The SDGs cut across all areas of governmerd from health and education to ending
poverty and achieving gender equality, through to tackling climate change and utilg
natural resources sustainably. The objectives underpin good governance and integrate
three dimensions of sustainable developmeteconomic development, social inclusion,
and environmental sustainability. These are ambitious and complex goals requiriogearly
mandated institutions and unflinching commitment to provide resources from the national
exchequer for a decade and half. And this implies commitment that is as strong as that for
acquiring nuclear technology. Present and future civilian and militar leaderships will need
to follow through on this commitment.

|l f these goals and targets are too many for
Pakistan can still decide to pick half, or even on¢hird, during this initial phase. While

learning howto deliver sectorbased integrated targets and indicators, the government can
expand its ambition. There is no international obligation to sign off on all goals, targets or
indicators. Government ambition has to be measured against its ability to carry bpolicy

and institutional reforms.

#20 NOW @PlanComPakistan

UN Resident Coordinator, Neil Buhne and the Federal Minister Planning, Development
and Reform, Ahsan Igbal signed a MoU for the implementation of the SDGs in October
2015.i1 Photo courtesy: UNDP

Most national and provindal policies and action plans are developed in silos and are not
backed by financial resources, timelines or strong political will. Provinces will, therefore,
need to champion and drive the process of localising and prioritisation. If the history of
vertical projects is an indicator, leaving it to federal level decisiemakers will be risky and
too top down for the present political culture. Therefore, the federal government should
provide added support for certain specific SDGs via the National Finance Comission
awards for these goals to be reliably anchored in provincial annual development plans.



Fortunately, the Planning Commission has begun to engage provincial and development
departments (P&DDs) that would serve as nodes leading to the formation of gzial units

or SDG centers. Other provinces can learn from Sindh, where Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shahd6és government has taken the | ead in worKki
important is working on the sustained capacitybuilding of those tasked wih initiating and
implementing actual work on approved development projects. The bottom line is clear:
every rupee spent on SDGs in public expenditure needs to be tracked through a uniform
and transparent budget coding system, and individual projects withiprovincial annual
development programs must be measured against SDG indicators. This will provide a rare
opportunity to improve interprovincial coordination in development plans where the policy
landscape needs to be SDG compliant.

Additionally, political parties must work to mainstream sustainable development within
national discourse. Their manifestos might highlight social and economic issues, but
ensuring they are SDG compliant would shape the electoral debate to specificities rather
than broad rhetorical pledges. National and provincial assemblies can also lead this
process;particularly since the federal government has already created a ngqartisan
parliamentary taskforce comprising national and provincial parliamentarians, and have
allocated funds. This taskforce should work with thinktanks and the Pakistan Institute of
Parliamentary Services. This, in turn, will prompt the media and their political pundits to
follow almost immediately.

To add, Pakistan is needlessly struck with an archaic method of budgetary planning. Over
the years, the state has developed a notoriousiieak reputation when developing,
implementing or monitoring social sector projects, resulting in globally dismal and
embarrassingly poor indicators. That the SDGs will provide an opportunity to revisit the
way the government approaches and undertakes ddepment is something to be explored.
Meanwhile, federal and provincial governments need to determine governance structures
and accountability mechanisms required at national and local levels. This must not be
sidestepped. Likewise, the P&DDs will need todrmulate six prerequisites for successfully
implementing the SDGs: governance and oversight, goal and indicator setting,
implementation mechanisms, coordination, developing budgets and, finally, allocating
resources.



Going forward, new models of public private partnership need to be tested. Policymakers

should begin by proactively engaging the private sector, research universities, thitdnks

and civil society, including professional associations. The SDGs are perhaps the best

vehicle to lift more than 50million people out of poverty when they earn less than two

dollars a day by enriching their lives and livelihood options. Delivering on these goals will

al so help enhance Pakistands ability to emerg
while doing so, strengthen national security.

U Ending Poverty: A Real Opportunity For Change?

A Pakistan has not set a poverty line of its own since 2001
A Pledging to meet SDG 1 places poverty on th

By Haris Gazdar

The first Sustainabl e Devel opment Goal (SDG)
in all its forms everywhereod6 by 203Qcal The que
possibility, given the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)d though narrower in scope
dsought to do the same and wer-povestamodemenbin be t h
hi storyd. And have | earned econoettivenareofl osoph
poverty d that no matter how well off everyone is, some will be poorer, and poverty is about

those who are poorer. Perhaps because wanting to end poverty is so fantastic, it has been

helpfully broken down into more tractable targets: enste that no one lives on less than

US$1.25 a day. This idea owes its origins to a debate about global poverty lindsor levels

of income below which a person is considered to be poor. And if the $1.25 a day target

seems too rigid, then thereisthe moredti evabl e goal to oreduce by
men, women and children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to
national definitions.dé6 This gives quite a bit

with their own definition s of poverty reduction and then implement methods to achieve
such objectives.

Furthermore, deserving attention are the other less easily verifiable sgmals relating to the
process of ending poverty: implementing social protection systems for all, ensugrequal
rights to economic resources and building the resilience of the poor to climate change
events. Most governments can say that they are already moving in this direction. In the
case of Pakistan, the state can point to the Benazir Income Support Pragmme (BISP) as
its social protection system, claim that its Constitution guarantees equal rights to economic
resources, and wait for the next climate change event to happen before doing much about
building resilience while it launches an appeal for fundsThe point being, that while SDG 1
may outline targets with the ambitious objective of ending poverty, it concludes realistically
with a whimper about conditions, such as the mobilisation of resources and building sound
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policy frameworks d many of which arevirtually impossible to monitor. The belief that the
government tries to mobilise resources and works on sound policy frameworks is
widespread, but actionable evidence to this effect is nonexistent.

Poverty percentage across Pakistan (%)
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Source: Ministry of Planning, Development and Reform

During the MDGs, the number of people living in extremepoverty increased in 30
countries. The goal to end poverty is, therefore, a mixed bag of the virtually unachievable
and the already done. The research group, Development Initiatives has noted that the goal
of ending poverty by 2030 will prove more challengpg that halving poverty globally. It has
warned that where poverty is the deepest, governments lack revenue needed to turn the
SDGs into a reality. Then, why does the UN system produce such unachievable goals, and
why do governments sign up to them? Oncehe UN system had adopted the MDGs with
such fanfare, as a showcase of a global social contract, it really had to come up with a
follow-up act.




Cynical as it sounds, if poverty reduction in Pakistan is the goal, much good might be

extracted from this box of magic tricks. Since the government has signed up to SDG 1,

they can be asked to adopt the equivalent of US$1.25 per person a day as an official

poverty line. This can put an end to the paralysing debate about the new poverty lidea

debatethat has raged since 2001 when the last line was set. The SDGs can also be used to
push for a quick consensus on ways of measur.i
to national definitionso6. To add, there is a
indicators into national policies and plans since the government has signed up to the

SDGs.

There is also much that can be done with proceseelated goals in SDG 1. Any weakening
of political commitment to the BISP (or a large scale cash transfer programm)ean now
be confronted with the argument that the government has willingly signed up to expand,
not reduce, social protection. The commitment to equal rights to economic resources
provides the basis for the most sophisticated demarnghaking on the part of those who
argue for a more political understanding of poverty reduction. How do you ensure equal
rights to economic resources in a highly unequal society where the economic system is
based on private property rights, and where publichpwned economic resouces are mostly
doled out to various elites? By highlighting and talking about these very contradictions.

Yes, signing up to equal rights to economic resources creates the possibility of arguing
once again for land reforms, despite what the courts have shabout them. It also opens

the window to demand the repeal of discriminatory laws and legal practices which exist
despite our Constitution d laws such as the Punjab Land Alienation Act and practices such
as benami holdings. The former divides the rural swety of the largest province into higher
status agricultural tribes and lower status noragricultural tribes whose economic rights
are circumscribed. The | atter (benami) is oft
These are examples of laws and ceentions across Pakistan in favour of incumbent
property owners over nonrpropertied classes. Then, there is the potentially explosive but
possibly negotiable issue of rights to natural resourcegs most happen to be located in the
poorest and most politicaly alienated regions of the country.

The SDGs were borne out of politics and their best use in countries such as Pakistan is
political d to create the space for legal, political and policy changes that will lead to poverty
reduction. The dramatic promise d SDG 1 can quite easily fade into a whimper, but it also
gives the committed campaigner a peg for asking difficult questions. Make of it what you
will.



U Inequality : Detrimental To Food Security

A Pakistan is ranked 79t h o UFpbod&dcuritydex count r i
A 6 0 pPakistanis are food insecure
A 50pc of wo neaundeafivalareanalholrighed
A Poor nutrition causes an estimated 45pc of
five

By Faisal Bari

It was a late evening in Islamabad, a few months after the 2005 earthquakehen | spotted

an old man standing by a road. | pulled up beside him, assuming he needed a ride. When |

asked if | could take him somewhere, he pulled a young boy from behind him to his side

and said, olf you want to headegentlifd. Bhissmhi m wi t h
grandson and | cannot feed him anymore. His parents are no more and | am too old to

work. And | <cannot see hi m hu-+ewdwhendecalingd ec ade
this moment.

One would want to believe, as popular myttyoes, that people do not go to bed hungry in
Pakistan. In 2016, Pakistan ranks 79th out of 109 countries according to the Global Food
Security Index. Approximately 40pc of children under the age of five are underweight
according to a World Health Organisaton (WHO) survey. lodine, iron and protein
deficiencies result in an annual loss of 3 to 4pc of the GDP. And with millions of children
compell ed to attend schools hungry, the situa
hungry child to focus on leaning when adequate nutrition is needed for optimal mental
and physical development. The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) estimates
37.5mn people in Pakistan are not adequately nourished. To add, an estimated 45pc of
deaths in children under theage of five are caused by poor nutrition. If pregnant and
lactating women are malnourished and if children do not get adequate nutrition in the first
few years of their life, mental and physical deficiencies become endemic.



Adequate nutrition is a basic right as Goal 2 of the&Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) relates to ending hunger, achieving food security and improving nutrition with the
objective to promote sustainable agriculture.
and ensure access for all, especially for th@oor and vulnerable, to nutritious and sufficient

food the year round. é By signing on the SDGs,
all forms of malnutrition. However, independent of these commitments, if the country

wants to achieve high growth ratesind sustain the latter to ensure development, hunger

and food insecurity need to end. The tragedy is that it is not the case that Pakistan is not

producing enough food. It can easily afford to provide adequate nutrition for all citizens. It

is a question dout asymmetric income and wealth distribution which, in turn, results in

iniquitous access to food. Poverty is one reason for insufficient acce8sthe vast majority

of the worl dds hungry people |Iive in developi
is undernourished. Overall economic deprivation is the reason for a certain percentage of

people with poor nourishment in Pakistan. However, by almost all measures of poverty, the

latter has decreased significantly over the last three decades. Nonethe)esshe same time,

food insecurity still remains high, thereby stagnating maternal and infant mortality rates.

About 50pc of women and children under the age of five are malnourished, according to

WFP.

of children in Pakistan aged below five years were
stunted, according to the National Nutrition
Survey in 2011

It is incomprehensible, then, that larger numbers o&dults are malnourished and choose to
keep their children poorly nourished even when poverty has decreased over the past few
decades. The reason is a lack of investment in public services, such as access to portable
water, sanitation, public, and preventie and curative healthcare. Wealthier segments of
society have access to better quality, privately provided social services whereas the
underprivileged and vulnerable rely on the st
O0poor 0 offraamowtte-riddle-income segmentd have an income above a minimum
threshold, they stile have access only to poor quality drinking water, limited access to
quality liquid and solid waste management services, and no decent healthcare servides
implying poor health outcomes. An unhealthy individual is likely to have reduced nutrition
absorption as well.



Economic deprivation leads to poor nourishmenfi White Star

Another factor imperative to ending hunger is climate and environmental changes,
predicted to play havoc vith future agricultural output. If, with adequate food availability
and a fairly robust agricultural sector, the country is presently beset with severe
malnutrition challengesd almost 60pc of Pakistanis are food insecuré what is the
possibility for a future with acute food and water shortages? Agriculture also supplies a
large percentage of jobs and income opportunities in rural areas. If it becomes more
unpredictable, such shifts are likely to impact job and income opportunities. If increased
inequalities remain unchecked and there is minimal investment in public services, then it is
hard to imagine how the government will even come close to its target of eliminating
hunger and ensuring access to adequate nourishment for all by 2030. Current inequality
trends are, in fact, detrimental to eliminating hunger. To add, if climate change is even half
as disruptive as predicted, then ensuring adequate nutrition will become more elusive.
Reorienting policies to include greater social sector investment in healtbducation, water,
sanitation, employment and income guarantees, and food and nutrition programmes in
schools are required urgently. Despite the adverse soegconomic impact of poor
development policies, social sector developmeftespecially mandated tahe provinces
under the 18th Amendmentd is not even under discussion at policy tables in Pakistan
today.
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U The Poor State Of P a k 1 s Healthdaie System

Goal 3: Good health and well -being

A Targets: end communicable diseases, achieve
access to saé and effective medicines and vaccines by 2030

A Pakistan is ranked 149t h o uMaterod Mottalit9 count r |
Ratio Index

A New healthcare blueprint nee@ectorilinkeageseased f u
By Shahnaz Wazir Ali

The eight United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MGDs) were time bound and

guantified global targets ranging from halving extreme poverty rates to providing universal

primary education by 2015. Pakistan signed off on the MDGs in 2000, however, despite all

the rhetoric around policy, budgetary and implementation commitments, and subsequent
efforts,thecounr y s track record fell short of the ta
ranked the lowest in the Human Development Index. Then, last year, the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), an ambitious set of 17 goals with 169 indicators set to impact
sevenbillion people, with a single deadline of 2030, were framed on the bedrock of human

rights, inclusivity and justice. However, they are yet another articulation of aspirations

reflected in development terminology crafted in the halls of the UN and subscrildeto by

governments without always comprehending the level of effort and resources required. As

signatory, Pakistan is committed to aligning its development agenda towards legarbon

pathways over the next 15 years. But skeptics argue that evidence on fhrevious 40 MDG
indicators precludes Pakistands ability to ac
proposed is that countries should identify goals based on their resources and try to achieve

them rather than opt for a onesize fits all framework.

According to Unicef, despite significant improvements
over the past two decades, Pakistan ranks towards the
bottom among other countries when it comes to infant
and neonatal mortality.
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With Goal 3 6 promoting good health and weltbeing & calling for an integrated approach
crucial for progress across multiple goals, including alleviating poverty and hunger, the
focus includes a commitment to end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and
other communicable diseases by 2030. It also aims to achieueiversal health coverage,
and provide access to safe and effective medicines and vaccines for all.

Challenges to mother and child health are attributed to poverty, social exclusion and
discrimination. 8 White Star

Consider the challenges to mother andlald health in Pakistan. Especially severe, they can

be attributed to poverty, and compounded by social exclusion and discrimination. Behind

every statistic, there is a child in distress calling for immediate attention of state and

society. According to Unicef, despite significant improvements over the past two decades,

Pakistan ranks towards the bottom among other countries when it comes to infant and

neonatal mortality. This is why 44pc of all children are stunted and 9.6 million experience
chronicnutriti on depri vati on. Compounding the nation
is the toll taken by pneumonia killing approx
ranking in the Maternal Mortality Ratio Index has slipped from 147 in 2014 to 149 in

2015, recording a staggering 276 deaths per 100,000 births. Excepting Afghanistan, all the

other countries in this region have better health indicators than Pakistan.

To add, Pakistan has the third highest rate of infant mortality in the world. The mortality

rates among children are often seen as a proxy for the level of social development. And for

good reason, because they reflect the | evel o
health services. Consider the impact of the Benazir Income Support Prograd the largest

social protection interventiond which targets women living in chronic poverty. Despite its
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flaws, the BISP must have had significant impact on maternal or child health indicators.
Learning lessons from the past, the recent initiative to aaition cash payments on primary
school enrolment and in partnership with provincial governments will further encourage
women to send their girls to school.

Pakistands ranking i n the Mate
has slipped from 147 in 2014 to 149 in 2 015, recording a
staggering 276 deaths per 100,000 births.

If one examines the recently announced National Health Vision, it may present an
alignment of socioc-economic commitments, but is also reminds that without national
consensus the statowned healh sector will continue to suffer. With no universal medical
care, overhauling the health sector not only requires that health be put at the top of the
political priority list, but increased funding, efficient cross sector linkages and medical
training are also imperative if the NHV is to be implemented.

With the governmentds devel opment blueprint p
essential for socieeconomic development, Vision 2025 is to be implemented in sync with

the SDGs. For now, all such plans lookgood on paper. However, sustainable development

is achievable through the process of devolution. If implemented effectively, the SDGs will

serve the needs of the people by bringing accountability and decistonaking within

provincial jurisdiction. Worth mention is that optimism amongst policymakers came to the

fore when the minister for planning, developm
hi ghest priority to achieving the [SDG] goal s
political interest.

The reality may be that poverty will not be eradicated by 2030, and the state may not be
able to feed around 215m children, nor ensure healthy living for all, but what can be
achieved is tailoring programs to the demographics of different geographical remis by
looking at the evidence of success and deriving contextual formulas for efficient delivery.
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U Right To Education: Where Do We Stand?

Goal 4: Quality Education

49pc of children comprehend English sentences and 50pc aable b solve 2digit math
divisions

20pc of children between six and 16 years are oubf-school, and the remaining 80pc
enroll ed dondét | earn much with inadequate
By Baela Raza Jamil

In grade five, two public school students, Rubina and Chakar, were taught to rote learn
without understanding what they were memorising. Because of inadequate learning
methods, they were unable even to read a story usually taught in grade two. This
demonstrates evidence of a learning crisis when only 55pc of schegbing children are

able to read stories in Wdu, Sindhi, and Pashto. According to a 2015 Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) report, 49pc comprehend English sentences and 50pc are able
to solve two-digit math divisions. With an education challenge of such magnitude, it makes
good sense shiftinghe national agenda to achieving learning outcomes, thereby sharing
focus with universal primary enrolment goals. However, this realisation has taken a quarter
of a century to materialise within global education agendas. The trajectory to attaining
inclusive and equitable education for all started from the 1990 World Conference on
Education for All in Jomtien, Thailand to the 2000 World Education Forum in Dakar that
kick-started the Education For All movement and the United Nations Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), leading to the global endorsement of 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and SDG 4 on education. This shift, in fact, underscores that

e a

06schooling is not | earningd and that holistic

development enteprise. That said, Pakistan must actively engage in setting standards that
are widely understood, tracking progress and making information public.

When annual provincial education budgets are under -
spent, especially for development purposes, and non
salary costs rise up to 50pc, it is not so much about lack
of capacity but lack of bureaucratic will.

14


http://www.dawn.com/news/1285411/right-to-education-where-do-we-stand

Therefore, SDG 4 prioritising equitable quality education and promoting lifelong learning
opportunities for all fits into the above paradigm. This goal haseven targets and three
means for implementation, covering all levels of education; from early childhood, primary
to secondary, technical vocational for decent jobs, and university through formal, nen
formal and technology enabled channels, conducive leang environments, adequacy of
trained teachers and opportunities for scholarships to pursue continuous learning. While
mapping the right to education for all between the ages of five and 16 years (Article 25),
including provincial education sector plansthere may be convergence with the targets and
strategies of SDG 4, but it is lack of implementation that continues to deprive millions of
an education in this country. Additionally, the fractured system poses multiple challenges,
though most surmountablewith knowledge assistance from private partners and
supplementary international financing.

olistic 6learningd |ies at thei Whitabtar of t he

Has More Money Helped?

When annual provincial education budgets are undespert, especially for development
purposes, and nonsalary costs rise up to 50pc, it is not so much about lack of capacity but
lack of bureaucratic will. In fiscal year 201617, provincial and federal governments have
earmarked SDG related budgets, but they mst be spent, too, in time with maximum
multipliers across sectors. Most allocations have increased threefold since 2010, such as in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, but with poorly planned utilisation. Prioritising

better governance, Sindh Chief Ministe, Murad Ali Shah, for instance, referred to quality
education and job opportunities in his first speech in July. However, with the poorest
learning scores among the provinces and Fafa scores attributed to poor quality teaching
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and low enrolment and retation ratesii  despite its Rs176bn budget, the Sindh
government has its work cut out. If the province spends at least 12 times as much on

teachersd salaries as it Muchdikeithe otierchathpionsvher e a
of education 8 the prime minister, opposition politicians, provincial chief ministersd who
can move the needle on results by pushing the political i vi | j uggernaut, Mr €

inducted government will have to implement education reforms desperately needed in a
province where, br example, 52pc of government primary schools are without toilets and
40pc dondt even have drinking water.

Pakistan showcases many islands of excellence and
Innovations by public and private initiatives that can be
harnessed to turn around its educatio n metrics within the
2016-2030 timeframe.

The ASER 2015 survey found 20pc of children aged between six and 16 were oof-
school d and the remaining 80pc enrolled in schools not learning much given the
inadequate learning methods used. This points to disterest at addressing the gaps. Not to
mention, with elections in 2018, education promises will make a difference in
intergenerational constituencies.

Partnerships, technology, inclusion of the most vulnerable groups, especially girls without
access to @portunities, is integral to the education agenda for the 21st century.

|l nfluencing the o0l earningd agenda as an actiywv
half full. Pakistan showcases many islands of excellence and innovations by public and
private initiatives that can be harnessed to turn around its education metrics within the
2016-2030 timeframe. This can only happen if active political, bureaucratic, civil society
and industry partnerships are channele@ the domestic front has to be aliged to achieve
targets. That said, most provinces are spearheading some kind of public sector initiative;
education foundations are reaching out to the private sector with public financing; two
major public-private partnership units are working in Sindh andPunjab, providing a legal
umbrella to transparent procurements for cesharing financing and management. There
are technologyenabled learning and governance innovations multiplying with many youth
led social sector startups. There is an urgency to find @mestic resources within, working
through mixed clusters of infrastructure and education; health, nutrition and education;
agriculture, skills and education, etc. Reworking this equation will draw donors, industry
and foundations in support of the educatim drive. When development materialises,
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hundreds of thousands of students will be able to access 12 years of quality learning with
hope for future economic prospects.

U Broken Promises: Why Women And Girls Are Denied
Rights

Goal 5: Gender equality
Pakistan ratified CEDAW in 1996: two decades later, it is far from implementation
Womends | ow status deprives the staofbalfof r eal
the population
The Gender Gap Index 2015 ranked Pakistan 2nd from the bottom among 145
countries
By Zohra Yusuf

Promises! Promises! Promises! Promises are meant to beoken, especially when they are

made in the context of womends rights and sta
leadership backing off from meeting its commitments to the international community and,

more importantly, to its own citizens. In the past few decades, Pakistan has signed and

ratified many significant UN conventions and covenants, only to fall far short when it

comes to implementation or amending local laws to bring them in conformity with

international standards.

Explore:Right to education: where do we stand?

Pakistan has also committed itself to meeting the 17 Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) with the objective of building on the Millennium Devebpment Goals (MDGS).

Whil e al/l 17 have an i mpact on women since th
SDGs 5 specifically covers gender equality an
meeting of world leaders in New York on September 27, 2015, Prime Miister Nawaz

Sharif was among those who were vociferous in making firm commitments to meet the

goal of gender equality. Anniversaries are a time for taking stock. Pakistan has had to
contend with many such occasions and has, on each occasion, tried to py a good face
before interlocutors from the international community. This process has unfolded before
each Universal Periodic Review conducted by the Human Rights Council at the United
Nations, where Pakistands r epr ensledendingthd v e s
countryds human rights record. Meanwhil e,
second from the last among 145 countries in terms of the prevalence of gendeased
disparities.
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Violence against women, because of the nature of
violation, continues to be the most reported issue when it
comes to media coverage of women.

The broad areas of the SDGs are fighting poverty, inequality and injustice, and handling

the fallout from climate change. These soci®conomic issues have a direct beag on

womends | ives and, while a year may not be en
commi t ments, the stark reality of womend6s sta
past year, if anything, has seen a rise in violence against women. Many casestipularly

of honour killings, have hit the headlines due to either the level of brutality or the identity

of the victim. Till the writing of this article, the much publicised law against honour killings

promising to make the crime norcompoundable has nobeen presented in the National

Assembly. Provincial assemblies, meanwhile, have made some strides in bringing about

legislation ensuring justice for womerfi including the Sindh Early Marriage Restraint

Act, 2013 and the Punjab Protection of Women AgainsYiolence Act, 2016. In fact, apart

from Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, which chose to send its draft bill on domestic violence to the

Council of Islamic Ideology for approval, other provinces have legislated to make domestic

violence a crime.

Despite achievementsthe goal of ending discrimination against women and girl$ one of
the objectives of the SDGS3 remains remote and is likely to remain so in 20361 White
Star
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Violence against women, because of the nature of violation, continues to be the most
reported issue when it comes to media coverage of women. However, little attention is
given to the other insurmountable challenges women face in their daily lives. Rooted mostly
in poverty and poor infrastructural development, women battle economic obstaclés
including inadequate nutrition, water shortages, and poor sanitatiod effecting the survival

of families. Under these conditions the goal of ending discrimination against women and
girls and of empowering themd one of the objectives of the SDG$ remains remoteand is
likely to remain so in 2030, the year designated for the achievement of goals.

When Pakistan finally ratified the Convention on the
Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against

Women (CEDAW) in 1996, there was sufficient

opti mi s m. righMs acevistd saw the development
as a significant victory for women.

Additionally, given that the right to life is the most basic and fundamental human right, a

high number of mothers continue to be denied this right as maternal mortality rates

showed an increase in 2015 from 2014. Globally,
Mortality Ratio (MMR) slipped to 149 from 147 0 just ahead of Afghanistard according

to the State of the Worl dds Mothers 2015 repo
remained onthe higher end at 170/1000 deaths, far from the MDG 2 target of 140/1000

deaths. llliteracy, food insecurity, inadequate nutrition, low financial allocations, rising

security expenditures have been cited as impediments when meeting MDG targets.

However, the repercussions of denying women the right over their body or reproductive

rights are not even being considered. Poverty, poor health and illiteracy make almost 50pc

of the countryds popul ation who a+esmnomiot f ul |
development. The low status of women, in fact, deprives the state of realising the full

productive potential of half the population. While literacy remains an insurmountable

challenge, with few improvements recorded since devolution to the provinces, female

illiteracy in rural areas has a further impact on the low status of womefi making them

even more vulnerable to exploitation and violence.

When Pakistan finally ratified the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in 1996, there was sufficient optimism.
Womends rights activi st s canavigtory foreontre Mavéverp me n t
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two decades later, the articles of CEDAW are far from being implemented. Political

participation, for example, is one area where, apart from poor progress, impediments are

actually placed to prevent women from playing an dive role in the democratic process.

And that is, in fact, the starting point for the achievement of many rights women are

guaranteed but denied access to. Will the SDGs beagartehanger ? Dondt hol d
breathi unless the provinces take on their resporsility to accord women their rights

ensuring legal, economic and political changes by addressing key challenges such as

poverty, inequality and violence against women.

U When Human Development Is Linked To Devolution

Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation

A Eight targets for universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water

A Il'ncludes sanitation and hygiene for all, an
attention to the needs of women and girls

By Nergis Sethi

The recent hullabaloo to play out on our television screens focused on garbademps and

waste disposal i n Karachi, incidentally Pakis
urban centre worldwide. Sanitation is a challenge in Karachi as is solid waste management.

If nothing else, for policymakers this should highlight the facthat managing their affairs

through centralized governance at both federal and provincial levels will not improve the

guality of life of an average citizen. Orders in this particular case were issued by the

previous head of the provincial government andubsequently by the newly inducted Chief

Minister, Murad Ali Shah that the city be cleaned and waste disposed of immediately. Even

the threat of heads rolling changed nothing. However, the rapid increase in urbanization in

Pakistan projected to equal the rual population by 2030 poses serious challenges to the

already overburdened basic amenities, including water and sanitation. When viewed in the
context of human devel opment ,-avPhask itshtea nUBNsd sd i s m
Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs) is reason enough for rethinking the strategy

needed to implement them. Therefore, participating stated Pakistan includedd that are

signatory to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have agreed between now and

2030 to end poverty, leading to sustined economic growth and shared prosperity; thereby

enabling inclusive and peaceful societies.
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Goal 6 of the development agenda talks about ensuring availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation; eight specific targets have been formulatedachieve
universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water, sanitation and hygiene
for all, to end open defecation with special attention given to the needs of women and girls
as well as to improve the quality of water by reducing phltion and minimizing the release

of waste and chemicals, etc. Efforts are needed to ensure water efficiency across all sectors
and to reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity through the participation
of local communities.

Provincial govenments must be held accountable to ensure that all have access to clean
drinking water by 2030.7 White Star

In October 2015, the Planning Commission of Pakistan and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)to
launch the SDGs and to establish SDG centres to regularly review progress, at the federal
level as well as in the four provinces. In July this year, the Ministry of Climate Change
collaborated with UNICEF to host a national consultation workshop to trak the
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